Doty Digest
Principal’s Corner 1/11/21

Greetings Doty Families!

Students have come back from break and settled into the school routine. It’s always tiring coming
back. School days run on a fairly tight schedule and it can take a while to get back in the groove, both for the
students and the adults!
A non-teacher friend of mine and I had a conversation about audiobooks over the weekend. She said that she
didn’t let her kids listen to audio books because she felt like it isn’t “as good” as reading a print book. It made
me wonder how many of our Doty families feel the same way. So here’s the deal - two big parts of reading
are decoding and comprehension. Decoding is the process of recognizing letters and sounds and how words
are made up. This takes loads and loads of practice and audio books don’t provide that practice. Comprehension is about figuring out what those words mean when they are all put together; it’s the act of figuring out
what is going on in the story, who the characters are, imagining the setting, all that kind of stuff. There have
been multiple studies that show that listening to audiobooks develops the same comprehension skills as reading print books.
So what is best for elementary students to help them develop as readers? Quite simply, practicing reading daily is best. For our youngest reader, that reading will most likely be from books we send home or children’s
books you have around the house or find online. For our older readers, that reading might be online, from all
sorts of media. If your student is looking up about football, they are reading. If your student is looking up and
reading articles about a celebrity, your student is reading. There are all kinds of texts out there that our students can be reading. Remember, you aren’t “cheating” if part of the practice involves listening to an audiobook or a story teller your students are developing reading skills. (Not to mention that listening to an audiobook is super cozy on a cold day!)
As always, thank you for sharing your students with us!
Gillian

Monday, Jan 18 - Inservice, NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, Jan 20 - 6:00-9:00 pm, WCUUSD School Board Meeting, Remote
February 22 - March 2 - Winter Break, NO SCHOOL

Community Connections Day Camp - January 18 Inservice Day
Click here to sign up for camp at EMES!

From the Health Office:
A quick reminder that kids should come to school with multiple masks per day. Please also
send them with a zip bag for the clean masks and one to place dirty masks in. Many students
are going through multiple masks a day as the cold weather is making noses run when they
come in from recess. Most kids seem to go through 3-5 masks per day. If your child needs
masks or ziplock bags, please reach out to me as I do have a supply of both.
To clean masks, use either a washing machine or wash with clean tap water and laundry detergent or soap. To dry either hang dry or place in a warm/hot clothes dryer.
Please see this site from the CDC for more information.

